
The Problem 

A client was considering the purchase a historical 

industrial property in Brantford, Ontario. As part of the 

due diligence process, the client wished to know the 

environmental condition of the property to better 

understand potential future costs. Peritus was retained 

to conduct a due 

diligence Phase One 

Environmental Site 

Assessment (ESA) for 

the potential property acquisition. Since a Record of Site 

Condition could be required for the property, the Phase 

One ESA was conducted in accordance with Ontario 

Regulation 153/04, as amended.  

 

The Solution 

The scope of work for the Phase One ESA included a records review of mandatory and 

other available historical documents, an interview with the current property owner, a site 

inspection of the property and surrounding areas, and a review and evaluation of 

information. The Phase One ESA report was prepared summarizing the findings, 

conclusions and recommendations. 

The Site was developed in 1892 and originally used to manufacture rope and twine. 

Creosote was used as part of the preservation process and stored in underground 

storage tanks (USTs). Several other USTs were identified that were historically used to 

store liquids such as Bunker C fuel oil, gasoline and other products. A transformer is 

located onsite near the south building. Historical records indicated that a transformer 

was also located east of the south building. Multiple rail lines ran across the Site 

historically. During the interviews, Peritus personnel were informed that a rail spur was 

still present under the west building. 

In addition to the potentially contaminating activities (PCAs) identified on-site, several 

other PCAs were identified at various surrounding properties. Based on the findings of 

the Phase One ESA, Peritus recommended completing a Phase Two ESA to investigate 

the quality of soil and groundwater conditions at the Site.  

Fig. 1—View of the historical rope 
factory  

Fig. 2—Former rail line running 
through the historical factory building  

“A Phase One 

Environmental 

Site Assessment 

was conducted 

to identify any 

potential or 

actual areas of 

environmental 

concern.” 
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“A Phase One 

Environmental 

Site Assessment  

identified the 

historical on-site 

use of multiple 

underground 

storage tanks.” 


